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EDITED BY ROBERT SMITH. tion, should tell a patient, that his every limb and | our sentiments will be guarded from the misconcep- 
organ was diseased—if he should enumerate the va-| tions that may arise in the fluctuation of language. So 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY rious parts of his bodily system, the arms, the legs, the | that even if there were words in Greek, specifically set 


head, the stomach, the bowels, &c., and should say of | apart to designate the idea of slavery, inspiration would 

Price two dollars per annum, payable in advance. | each one of these parts distinctly that it was unsound ; | probably still have guided the apostles to their present 
Subscriptions and Payments received by could the man depart and say, “after all I am not dis- | form of expression in its condemnation. Had they 

‘ ee ale ; eased, for the physician has not said in express terms, | used such language as this, “ slavery is sinful,” some 
GEORGE W. TAYLOR, that my body is unsound?” Has he not received a| modern apologist for the system might have alleged, 





no. 50, NORTH FOURTH STREET, UP STAIRS, more clear and express declaration of his entirely dis- | that our slavery was such as existed among the Greeks 
P , eased condition, than if he had been told in merely | —that slavery here was a different thing from that 
PHILADELPHIA. general terms, that his body was unsound? Thus has} which the apostles denounced. But the course they 


init ce ltd a a -.. |God condemned slavery. He has specified the parts | pursued leaves no roum for such a subterfuge. We 
which compose it, and denounced them, one by one, in | have received the command, “love thy neighbour as 
From the New York Observer. {most ample and unequivocal form. In the English | thyself,”—and we are conscious that we are violating 
SYNOD OF KENTOCKY ON SLAVERY. | !anguage we have the term servant, woich we apply | the whole spirit as well as letter of this precept, 
indiscriminately both to those held in voluntary sub- | when, for our own trifling pecuniary gain, we keep a 
Jection to another, and to those whose subjection is in-} whole race sunk in ignorance and pain. We are 
We have exhibited, fairly, but briefly, the nature and | voluntary. We have also the term slave, which is | commanded to give our servants “ that which is just 
effects of slavery. For the truth of our facts, we refer | applicable exclusively to those beld in involuntary sub- | and equal ;” and no sophistry can persuade us that we 
to your own observations ; for the correctness of our rea- | jection. The Greek language had a word correspond. | fulfil this towards those whom we deprive of the re- 
soning, we appeal to your judgments and consciences. | ing exactly, in signification, with our word servant;| ward of their labour. We know that the idea of a 
What, then, must we conclude? Is slavery a system | but it had none that answered precisely to our term | bondman receiving a just and equal remuneration for 
which Christians should sanction or even tolerate, if} slave.* [low then was an apostle, writing in Greek,|his labour, never enters the minds of slaveholders. 
their efforts can avail to abolish it? The reply is often | to condemn our slavery? Could it be done in the way | The precepts against fraud, oppression, pride, and cru- 
made, “ God's word sanctions slavery, and it cannot | in which some seem to think it must be done, before elty, all cut directly through the heart of the slave sys- 
therefore be sinful. It cannot be our duty to relinquish | they will be convinced of its sinfulness ? How can we |tem. Look back at the constituents and the effects of 
our power over our slaves, or the Bible would have en-| expect to find in scripture the words “slavery is sin- | slavery, and ask yourselves, “ Is not every one of these 
joined it upon us to do so.” We will not attempt an | fal?” when the language in which it is written con- | things directly at variance with the plainest commands 
elaborate argument against this plea for slavery—it | tained no term which expressed the meaning of our | of the gospel? The maintenance of this system breaks 
needs no such answer. A few observations will suffice | word slavery ? Would the advocates of slavery wish us | not one law of the Lord, or two laws—it violates the 
to show its utter fullacy. to show that the apostles declare it to be unchristian | whole code—it leaves scarcely one precept unbroken. 
We are told that the apostles gave to Christian mas- {to hold servants (douloi)? This would have been de-! And will any one, then, contend that slavery is not re- 
ters and Christian servants directions for the regula-| nouncing, as criminal, practices far different from | probated by God, and that he may participate in the 
tion of their mutual conduct. True; and these direc- | slaveholding. But inspiration taught the holy penmen |! system, and assist in its perpetuation, without deep 
tions will be valuable while the world lasts—for so/ the only correct and efficacious method of conveying | criminality? Forbid it conscience—forbid it common 
long, we doubt not, will the relation of master and | their condemnation of this unchristian system. They | sense! Gaming, horse-racing, gladiatorial shows in 
servant exist. But how do such directions license | pronounce of each one of those several things which | which men were hired to butcher each other, the sell- 
holding of s!aves ? The terms which the apostles use in| constitute slavery, that it is sinful—thus clearly and | ing of children by their parents which was often prac- 
giving these precepts, are the same terms which they | for ever denouncing “the system, wherever it might | tised in ancient days—all these things are condemned 
would have used, had there been no slaves upon the| appear, and whatever name it might assume. If a| by the scriptures, not by name, but (as slavery is con- 
earth. Many of the masters of that day were indeed | writer should take up each part of our federal consti-|demned) py denouncing those crimes of which these 
slaveholders, and many of the servants were slaves— | tution separately, and condemn it article by article, | acts are modificatians and illustrations. 
but should that circumstance have prevented the in-| who would have the folly to assert that, after all, he} These views of the sinfulness of slavery place it be- 
spired ambassadors from teaching the duties which de-| had not expressly condemned the constitution? Who | yond all doubt, that it is the duty of every individual 
volve upon masters and servants, in every age, and | would say that this thorough and entire disapproval of | connected with the system to aid, vigorously and effi- 
runder every form of service? If so, then the fact that] every part of the instrument of confederation must | ciently, in its abolition, and thus free himself from all 
rulers at that time were generally tyrants, and the | pass for nothing, and is no proof of the writer’s hosti- | participation in its criminality. How is this to be 
people vassals, should have prevented them from lay- | lity to it, because he has never said exactly so many | done? Certainly not by merely treating our slaves 
ing down the duties of rulers and people. In the pre- | words, “ I disapprove of the constitution of the United | kindly, and thus mitigating the evils of their condition. 
cepts of holy writ, neither political tyranny nor domes. | States 7?” We see that he could condemn it most expli- You may say you have already, in the case of your 
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tie slavery is countenanced. Nay, if masters complied | citly and thoroughly, without even mentioning it by | own slaves, abolished the worst evils of the system, 
with the apostolic injynction to them, and gave their | name. and that in every way you promote their comfort and 
servants, as they were directed to do, “that which is} Further, human language is so fluctuating that| welfare. Still duty absolutely requires at least one 
just and equal,” there would be at once an end of all | words often, in the lapse of time, change their mean-| more step—a guarantee that their future happiness, 
that is properly called slavery. ing. The word tyrant expresses now a very different | and that of their children, shall not be at the mercy of 

The divine right of kings to tyrannize over their | idea from that which it once conveyed. So the term | another's caprice. And this can be effected only by a 
subjects, and the unlawfulness of resistance to their | constitution of the United States, at some future pe- | legal provision for their release from bondage. It is 
authority on the part of the people, were formerly | riod, from the alterations introduced into our govern- | probable that the Romans were in a better condition 
maintained by the very same kind of scriptural argu-} ment, may indicate something fur different from that| under Titus, than they would have been, had they 
ments, which are now advanced in support of slavery. | which it now indicates. It is trae wisdom, then, when | governed themselves. But the gentleness of his sway 
The arguments drawn from the Bible in favour of| we wish to perpetuate our condemnation of a system | only aggravated the horrors of their situation, under 
despotism, are, indeed, much more plausible than those | or institution, to express our sentiments of the various { his dark and bloody successors. Granting all that any 
in favour of slavery. We despise the former—how | things that constitute the system or institution, and} man may urge in favour of his own kindness to his 
then should we regard the latter? not of the mere name by which it is now known. Thus | dependents, still he is, contrary to the laws of nature 

It has sometimes been said, that the “New Testa- and God, retaining them in a condition, which is 
ment does not condemn slaveholding in express terms.” tolerable only under the most rare and favourable cir- 
And the practice has been advocated, because it has | most nearly correspond, in the idea which they pre- | cumstances—which inevitably works wo and ruin, un- 
not been denounced. If this assertion were true, and | sent, with our word slave. But oiketes properly signi- | less prevented by the singular virtue and generosity of 
if the Bible only virtually denounced it, it would be aj fies a domestic; and andrapodon, one taken and en-|an extraordinary master. Would we be willing that 
sin. No man can righteously continue a practice | slaved in war. The inspired writers could not have | we and our children should be thus held? And re- 
which God disapproves of, no matter in what form the | denounced our sort of slavery, by using either of these | member that the fundamental principle of Christian 
disapproval is expressed. But the assertion is not true.| words. If they had forbidden us to hold oiketai, they | morality is, that “ what things soever ye would that 
Tue New TEestaMENT DOES CONDEMN SLAVEHOLDING, As | would have forbidden us the use of all domestics—if| others should do unto you, do ye even so unto them.” 
PRACTISED AMONG US, IN THE MOST EXFLICIT TERMS FuR-| they had forbidden us to hold andrapoda, they might | Are we complying with our Saviour’s injunction, when 
NISHED BY THE LANGUAGE IN WHICH THE INSPIRED PEN-| have been interpreted as forbidding our use only of | we thus leave our fellow-beings exposed to all the 
meEN wrore. If a physician, after a minute examina. | such slaves as had Leen taken and enslaved in war. future miseries, which avarice, caprice, and cruelty 





* The words oikeles, andrapodon, are those which 
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* may inflict? Yet we profess subjection to Christ's 
*, laws—* he that knowéeth my will and doeth it,” says 
‘ the divine Redeemer, “ he it is that loveth me.” The 
© very best condition of a slave for life, is like the condi- 
: tion of those unfortunate men that we sometimes read 
of, who have been unjustly condemned to die—but 
Z mercy or policy arresting the execution of the sen- 
ec tence, they have, for a time, been permitted to go at 
& large, yet liable every moment to be remanded to pri- 
a son and to death. This is the situation of a slave, at 
he his best estute—and who will say that either mercy or 
a justice permits us to retain him in such a situation ? 
i It is often urged that our slaves are better off than 
7: the free negroes. If mankind had considered this plea 
og for continuing to hold slaves a valid one, the whole 
5 world would have been still in slavery—for all nations 
have been at one time or other in some kind of slavery 
—and all despots urged this plea against their emanci- 
pation. Besides, no man ought to urge this as his 
reason for retaining his bondmen, unless he feels con- 
a scious that it is his real motive. And we willingly 
4 appeal to every man’s conscience to say, whether his 
Ha own imagined interest is not his real motive for re- 
fusing to adopt any efficient measures for changing 
the condition of his servants. That our negroes, if 
emancipated, will be worse off, is, we feel, but the spe- 

: cious pretext for lulling our own pangs of conscience, 
i and answering the argument of the philanthropist. 
, None of us believe that God has so created a whole race, 

imei | that it is better for them to remain in perpetual bondage. 

i | One mode of emancipation may be preferable to an- 
. other—but any mode is preferable to the perpetuation, 
: through generations to come, of a degrading bondage. 
a History, with a hundred tongues, testifies that, as a 
He ° general rule, to emancipate is to elevate. And it is 
Hi vain, for any man to argue against such a general law 

of nature by adducing the occasional departures, which 
have fallen under his own personal observation. We 
plant ourselves down on the broad and acknowledged 
principle, that God created all men capable of freedom 
: —if, then, they have become unfit for this condition, it 
ey is by our fault they have become so: and our exertions, 

ae! if we are willing to do our duty, can easily restore to 

i them that fitness of which we have deprived them. 

As the conclusion of all that has been advanced, we 
assert it to be the unquestionable duty of every Chris- 
tian, to use vigorous and immediate measures for the 
2 destruction of the whole system, and for the removal of 
: all its unhappy effects. Both these objects should be 
j contemplated in his efforts. 

f No plan of emancipation can be proposed, to which 
tj we may not find objections. Difficulties environ us. 
rf Our position is unnatural; and we can neither retain 
it, nor recede from it, without suffering and inflicting 

evils; and the man who will not emancipate, until he 
t can see a plan which will secure the happiness of him- 
; self and his slaves, without effort and without inconve- 
nience, will have to wait until the trumpet of the arch- 
angel shall summon the slave and his master before 
the dread tribunal of their common Lord. He who 
et will not nove in this work, because he can see no 
: aE plan unattended with some evils and some sacrifice, is 
’ 1 like one who having wandered into the depth of a 

: swamp, determines to remain there, because he can 
: see no way of escape, in which he will not encounter 
thorns and quagmires to obstruct and annoy him. 

What, then, is the wisest plan we can adopt for ef- 
fecting this work of duty? The most simple is that of 
i abolition, or immediate and complete emancipation. 

a | Many considerations, however, induce in us the belief, 
i. i that this is not the best plan which might be presented 
iia to you for general adoption. It is, doubtless, prefer- 
able to perpetuating the bondage of your slaves. So, 
too, in the political world, a revolution, with all its con- 


ie sequences, is preferable to a perpetuation of tyranny; 
a yet certainly a safe and rapid political reformation 1s, 
iB in all practical cases, the dictate of both humanity and 
ae policy. There are, we doubt not, many cases in which 


H the condition and character of particular slaves, render 

their immediate emancipation the master’s duty. But 
} who conceive that immediate emancipation is, in 
B all cases, a duty, do not reflect upon the circumstances 
' in which we are placed. They argue as if we had a 
ie system of laws, devised in reference to the peculiar 
ag: character and condition of emancipated blacks, and 
; adapted both to exercise over them a salutary and ne- 
ih cessary restraint, and also to secure their intellectual 

4 and moral improvement. If the political community 


might be different from what it now is. 
an emancipated black among us is placed in peculiar 


vidence, has made us free. 
shut up to the alternative of giving our slaves unre- 
strained self-control, or retaining, for a time, our legal 
authority over them. The fact that our power is 
greater than should have ever been entrusted to mas- 
ters, is no sufficient reason for a conscientious man’s 
immediate relinquishment of his only title to exercise 
that portion of authority, which, he ts fully persuaded, 
is necessary to be continued, for a time, for the good 
of those over whom it extends. 





the fetters that now cramp his soul. 
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| in which we live would enact such laws, then the case 


which they imagine might be realized, and our duty 
At present, 


] 
unpropitious circumstances. His situation is Sensual 


ed by difficulties and temptations and no provision is 


made to secure him against them, or to promote either 


his own intellectual and moral culture, or that of his 
offspring. We cannot, then, place our slave under the 
restraint and protection of peculiar laws, which would, 
as far as might be practicable, guarauty his safety and 
advancement. 


We have no legal system which might 
be a kind of Mosaic dispensation to our slaves, pre- 
paring them for the clearer light and higher privileges 


of a more glorious economy, where they would be ad- 


mitted to that full liberty, wherewith God, in his pro- 
We, as individuals, are 


The plan, then, which we propose, is, for the master 


to retain, during a limited period, and with a regard 
to the real welfare of the slave, that authority which 


he before held in perpetuity, and solely for his own 
interest. Let the full future liberty of the slave be se- 
cured against all contingencies, by a recorded deed of 


emancipation, to take effect at a specified time. In 


the meanwhile, let the servant be treated with kind- 
ness—let all those things which degrade him be re- 
moved—let him enjoy means of instruction—let his 
moral and religious improvement be sought—let his 


prospects be presented before him, to stimulate him to 
acquire those habits of foresight, economy, industry, 
activity, skill, and integrity, which will fit him for 


using well the liberty he is soon to enjoy. That mas- 


ter is, in our opinion, doing most for the destruction of 
this system, who thus sets in operation a machinery 


which, in a given and limited period, will not only un- 


bind the body of the slave, but will, link by link, and 


in the only way in which it can be effected, twist off 
If the master 
retains his authority over his servants only for a time, 
that he may enjoy ampler opportunities of employing 
means for their amendment and, elevation—if he re- 
gard them as a trust committedo him by his Master 
and theirs, for their mutual benefit, and no longer as 
property of which he has the uncontrolled disposal, for 
his own selfish ends—if he acts and feels thus, he is 
not only free from guilt, but he is “bringing forth 
fruits meet for repentance’—he is doing a work of 
righteousness and humanity. If it be pretended that 
such a man is sinning, it must be on one or the other 
of these grounds—either he is doing harm to his own 
servant by his course, or he is injuring others by 
countenancing the oppressive and cruel system of 
slavery. But neither of these allegations would be 
correct. Will any sober man, acquainted with the 
ordinary character of slaves, assert, that it would be 
dving them an injury to deny them, for a time, the 
exercise of unlimited self-control ? Will he assert, that 
the authority of a conscientious and kind benefactor 
extending over them, for a time, to assist them in the 
attainment of correct sentiments, useful knowledge, 
and virtuous habits—restraining them from vice, shield- 
ing them from temptation, and moulding them to recti- 
tude—will he assert, that such authority is doing harm? 
Why is it, that wisdom and benevolence have fixed 
upon twenty-one as the age at which our children are 
to become their own masters ? Why are they not freed 
from parental control at seventeen or eighteen ? Simply, 
because, as a general rule, they are not fit fur self-go- 
vernment at eighteen. They are, therefore, kept under 
authority for three years longer—and not only no 
harm, but even a kindness is done to them. The al- 
most unanimous voice of mankind pronounces that 
this is right. Now it is well known that the great 
mass of slaves are mere children in understanding and 
knowledge. The white youth at eighteen usually far 
surpasses the great mass of our slaves, in intelligence 
and capacity of managing successfully his own affairs. 
If then, we grant it to be right to retain the one, for a 
few years, to qualify him for his future condition, why 


is it hot right to do the same in the case of the other ? 
We love our children, and do for them that which we 
think will benefit them—why éhotld we not confer 
the same benefit on the slave? is a course, which is 
kindness to a child, injustice and oppression to a slave ? 
The voice of enthusiasm may declare against us—but 
the voice of sober reason will pronounce in our favour. 

Neither is it true, that the gradual emancipator sins 
by his countenaneing others in holding slaves. His 
example cannot be appealed to by slaveholders, as a 
justification of their course. His system is as different 
from theirs as benevolence is from injustice. Let him 
do as he does, and slavery at once ceases. He has, by his 
deed of emancipation, recorded his detestation of their 
system, and shown that he will sacrifice his gains to 
his abhorrence of it. But it is asked, what difference 
is there in principle, between his holding them for 
some years, and their holding them for life? ‘The dif- 
ference in principle is the same that exists between 
guardianship and slavery, or between ordinary ap- 
prenticeship and slavery. If it were sinful to do any- 
thing which may be misinterpreted into an encou- 
ragement of slavery, it would then be wrong to use 
the products of slave labour, to associate with slave pro- 
prietors, and to do a thousand other acts, which may 
be said to be a countenancing of this unjust system. 

It is also a matter worthy of the serious considera - 
tion of a benevolent mind, whether by a hasty eman- 
cipation, he may not be rivetting more firmly the 
chains of other slaves. ‘The strongest and most fre- 
quent argument in the mouth of the advocate of sla- 
very is, the worthlessness of the free blacks. ‘his 
argument is, it is true, sophistical—but its force is ac- 
cumulated by every case, of emancipation, when the 
subsequent conduct of the black is at war which his 
own interest, and the welfare of the community. If 
then, we do not use a reasonable prudence, and secure, 
as far as may be possible, the future good conduct of 
those whom we make free, we may be found among 
the number of those whose well-meant but misguided 
zeal retards the work they aim to advance. 

We have thus sketched a general outline of the 
plan which we propose for your adoption; and have 
endeavoured to show that the principles on which it is 
based, are the principles of truth and righteousness. 
We have no hesitation in saying, that this plan, in its 
general features, should be adopted and acted on by 
all. In carrying out into its minute details, many 
cases of doubt and difficulty will arise, both as to the 
precise period for emancipating particular slaves, and 
as to the means to be used for their adequate prepara- 
tion. But every one who cherishes Christian bene- 
volence and strives to keep an honest conscience, will 
be able, by applying the principles laid down, to as- 
certain the specific course which is duty, in his own 
individual case. These cases of difficulty can, however, 
only occur in respect to the slaves who are already ad- 
vanced in years, and whose habits are fixed: in rela-, 
tion to the young, our course is plain and unembar- 
rassed. In view, then, of these circumstances, we 
leave many things to private judgment, and confine 
ourselves to a few specifications as exhibiting what is 
the clear and unquestionable duty of all. 

1. We would recommend that all slaves now under 
twenty years of age, and all those yet to be born in our 
possession, be emancipated, as they severally reach 
their twenty-fifth year. 

2. We recommend that deeds of emancipation be 
now drawn up, and recorded in our respective county 
courts, specifying the slaves we are about to e:manci- 
pate, and the age at which each is to become free. 

This measure is highly necessary, as it will furnish 
to our own minds, to the world, and to our slaves, 
satisfactory proof of our sincerity in this work ; and it 
will also secure the liberty of the slave against all con- 


“Ta 
. We recommend that our slaves be instructed in 
the common elementary branches of education. 

4. We recommend that strenuous and persevering 
efforts be made to induce them to attend regularly 
upon the ordinary services of religion, both domestic 
and public. 

5. We recommend that great pains be taken to 
teach them the holy scriptures ; and that to effect this, 
the instrumentality of Sabbath schools, wherever they 
can be enjoyed, be united with that of domestic in- 
struction. 

These are measures which all ought to adopt; and 
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we know of no peculiarity of circumstances in the 
case of any individual which can free him from cul- 
pability if he neglects them. There are, indeed, va- 
rious other means, which we might suggest, for im- 
proving the moral and intellectual condition of our 
blacks ; but they are such as we cannot press upon you 
as matters of absolute duty, since combinations of cir- 
cumstances may, in the cases of some individuals, 
make them impracticable. Our ministers of the gospel, 
for example, might greatly aff this cause, by preach- 
ing at certain stated times to the blacks. Perhaps the 
afternoon of every alternate Sabbath could not, usually, 
be better employed than by devoting it to such a ser- 
vice. Much more religious instruction would be con- 
veyed to them by sermons specially adapted to their 
capacities—a much larger number would attend on 
such occasions—many would be thus induced to at- 
tend the ordinances of public worship, at other times, 
who now are never seen at the house of God—and there 
would be a manifestation to the community, that we 
really believe the souls of the blacks to be imperishable 
and invaluable. 

In many of our congregations there are a sufficient 
number of pious masters to enable them, easily and at 
a small expense, to have the young whom they intend 
to emancipate taught, during the winter months, by a 
hired teacher. 

There are many families in which the younger 
white members could easily be induced to pursve a 
systematic course of imparting instruction to the 
blacks, and thus communicate to them, in a few years, 
far more than the bare elements of learning. Sabbath 
schools for the blacks ought to be organized in nearly 
all our congregations. 

All these and many more such measures have been 
successfully adopted in some places and by some in- 
dividuals. There are many others who might pursue 
them with equal success. 

Brethren, there are three courses before you, one of 
which you must choose—either to emancipate imme- 
diately and without preparation, or to pursue some 
such plan of gradual emancipation as we propose, or 
to continue to lend your example and influence to per- 
petuate slavery. It is improbable that you will adopt 
the first course—if, then you refuse to concur in the 
plan of gradual emancipation, and act upon it, however 
you may luli conscience, you are lending your aid to 
perpetuate a demoralizing and cruel system, which it 
would be an insult to God to imagine that he does not 
abhor—a system which exhibits power without respon- 
sibility, toil without recompense, life without liberty, 
law without justice, wrongs without redress, infamy 
without crime, punishment without guilt, and families 
without marriage—a system which will not only make 
victims of the present unhappy generation, inflicting 
upon them the degradation, the contempt, the lassitude, 
and the anguish of hopeless oppression; but which 
even aims at transmitting this heritage of injury and 
wo to their children, and their children’s children, 
down to their latest posterity. Can any Christian con- 
template, without trembling, his own agency in the 
perpetuation of such a = ? And what will be the 
end of these scenes of misery and vice? Shall we 
wait until worldly politicians and legislators may rise 
up and bid them cease? We will wait in vain. Al- 
ready have we heard the sentiment proclaimed from 
high places, and by the voice of authority, that a race 
of slaves is necessary to the existence of freedom. Is 
it from those who utter such sentiments, that we ex- 
pect deliverance to come? No. Reformation must 
commence, where we are divinely taught that “ judg- 
ment must begin, at the house of God.” This work 
must be done : and Christjans must begin it, and begin 
it soon, or-wrath will come upon us. The groans of 
millions do not rise for ever unheard, before the throne 
of the Almighty. The hour of doom must soon arrive 
—the storm must soon gather—the bolt of destruction 
must soon be hurled—and the guilty must soon be 
dashed in pieces. The voice of past history, and the 
voice of inspiration, both warn us that the catastrophe 
must come, unless averted by repentance. And let us 
remember that we are each of us individually respon- 
sible. We are individually assisting to pile up this 
mountain of guilt. And even if temporal judgments 
do not fall upon our day we are not, on that account, 
the more safe from punishment. If we “know our 
Lord’s will and do it not, we shall be beaten with 
mang stripes.” The sophistry and false reasoning by 
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which we may delude our own souls, will not blind 
the eyes, which “ are as a flame of fire.” A few years, 
at most, will place us where we would gladly give all 
the slaves of a universe, to buy off the punishment that 
oppression brings down upon the soul. It may be dif- 
ficult to stand in the judgment without having done it. 

Brethren, we have done. The hour is coming in 
which the slave and his master must stand together 
before the tribunal of God—a God who judges right- 
eously. Are you prepared to place yourselves before 
him who will decide upon your eternal destiny, and say 
that you have done justice to those whom you now 
hold in bondage? Are you prepared to say, “as I 
have done unto these, so let it be done unto me—as I 
have showed mercy, so let me receive mercy at the 
hands of my judge?” Anticipate, we beseech you, 
the feelings and decision of that great day which is 
fast hastening on; try yourselves now, as God will 
then try you. ‘“ What doth the Lord require of thee, 
but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with your God?” Are you “doing justly,” while you 
retain your fellow men in hopeless bondage? Are 
you “ loving mercy,” while you are supporting a sys- 
tem that degrades and brutalizes beings whom God 
created in his own image? These are solemn ques- 
tions. Let reason answer them; and let conscience 
divise your future course. 


Joun Brown, Esq., Chairman. 
Joun C. Youne, Secretary. 





Extracts from the Letters and Journal of 
Daniel Wheeler, &c. 


(Continued from page 231.) 


7th mo. 22d. “From the 14th inst. to 
the present date, a succession of stormy wea- 
ther was our portion, during which we had 
‘to lie to’ with the head of the vessel to the 
wind and sea, four times, and this with a fair 
wind too, but the sea ran too high to make it 
availing. 

“ Whilst ‘lying to’ in heavy weather the 
fore part of last night, (the last of the above 
four times) I felt much exhausted for want of 
rest, and not a little depressed and discouraged 
by surrounding circumstances. 

“The almost incessant labouring of the 
vessel, and the heavy strokes of the sea, 
which have so often assailed her battered 
sides, could not fail to occasion extra pumping 
when it blew hard: although upon the whole 
she had suffered little since her deck had been 
lightened and freed from dead weights; and 
yet every returning day seemed to bring a 
fresh tempest with it, which kept the sea un- 
ceasingly agitated. All these circumstances 
could not fail to occasion renewed thoughtful- 
ness, more especially as we have still more 
than 100 degrees of east longitude to run 
down, before reaching our intended port, and 
are go frequently compelled to ‘lie to,’ for 
our safety, lest the sea should overwhelm us 
altogether. Thus I was letting in fear and 
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ter passing through considerable mental con- 
flict, in contrition I went upon the deck, sup- 
posing from the great motion of the vessel, 
that the storm had continued all the night, 
and that we were still ‘ lying to,’ when to my 
surprise, | found a bright and beautiful morn- 
ing, the weather apparently entirely changed, 
the wind fair, and the vessel gradually pur- 
suing her route, but the great and diverse 
| swells of the sea, still occasioning her to la- 
|bour hard, nearly as much as during the 
storm in the fore part of the night. I could 
not help feeling ashamed and mortified in 
abasement of self, in finding I had been thus 
duped by the grand adversary, who, ever on 
the alert, and unwearied, had found the ‘ watch’ 
neglected in a darkened gloomy hour of trial 
and perplexity, and thus improved the oppor- 
tunity to his own advantage, leaving me co- 
vered with self-reproach as in dust and ashes. 

7th mo. 28th. “The height of the waves 
compelled us again to ‘lie to,’ under storm 
canvas for thirty hours. This gale increased 
to a violent degree, but different in most re- 
spects from all which we had previously been 
called to witness. In all the preceding cases 
there had been a change of a favourable na- 
ture to cheer us through the dreary tempest, 
but now every alteration appeared to be against 
us, serving only to render our situation more 
and more alarming. It did seem as if we were 
now cast off and left to the fury of the wind 
and waves, notwithstanding we had with our 
own eyes seen as it were Jordan driven back, 
and the waters of the Red Sea stand as on 
heaps, for our deliverance ; yet now the Glo- 
rious Presence was withdrawn, and so com- 
pletely hidden, that no trace could be per- 
ceived to administer one glimmering ray of 
hope, in the midst of our complicated distress. 
On looking at our forlorn and helpless situa- 
tion, and the overwhelming appearance of the 
storm, the fury of which had been only aggra- 
vated by every change which had so far taken 
place, it now seemed too late for any thing to 
occur that could probably operate in our fa- 
vour, as the sea was running in confused heaps 
different ways in a frightful manner, caused 
by the wind having shifted to different points, 
and from each point blowing furiously ; about 
three o’clock in the afternoon the mercury 
fell lower and lower, when we were overtaken 
by a squall of wind, truly appalling and ter- 
rific, which in a short time afterwards was 
succeeded by a second still more violent and 
alarming ; but through the medium of these 
two dreadful blasts, which at first threatened 
nothing but destruction, our deliverance was 








doubts, and listening to the tempter’s insinua- | marvellously effected. Such was the fury of 
tions, notwithstanding the multitude of mer-| these two Tyfoons, that they actually in a 
cies which have been showered upon us for| short space of time changed the wild and dis- 
our deliverance; yet such is the frailty of| figured surface of the troubled ocean from 


human nature, that when we see the waves 
of adversity boisterous about us, we begin to 
sink, by letting in fear at the prospect, al- 
though fully sanctioned by the Lord himself; 
but even the brightest gleam of sunshine soon 
loses its gladdening influence on our minds 
unless again and again renewed by the ever 
blessed Master, who having been touched 
with a feeling of our manifold infirmities, 
pities the weakness of poor mortal dust. Af- 


unruly mountains to a rugged level, by their 
boisterous breath, leaving nothing but a sea, 
white as milk, with foam. From this time 
the storm subsided, and at midnight we were 
again enabled to bear away for Van Dieman’s 
Land, distant 4,700 miles. 

7th mo. 3ist. “* Lying to,’ with an in- 
creasing tempest around us; Charles and my- 
self sat down together, it being fifth day, 
though ‘ troubled on every side, yet not dis- 
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tressed, perplexed, but not in despair, perse- | 


cuted,’ again and again, but verily ‘not for- 
cohen: ; cast down, but not destroyed, > however | 
much like two poor outcasts born out of due | 
time, and tossing on the bosom of the restless 
waters, far from friends and native home, but ! 
under a peaceful feeling of resignation and | 
poverty of spirit. We are now in lat. 40 south, 
longitude 70 east. The barometer had been 


low yesterday, but had begun to rise a little. | 
In a short time however the mercury began | 


again to sink, and dropped down to 238.00, 
being an inch lower than when we expe- 
rienced the hurricane in the neighbourhood | 
of the Cape of Good Hope. ‘This circum- 
stance spread a gloom over us; having wit-| 
nessed such dreadful weather about three 
weeks before when the mercury was at 29.50, 
and knowing the correctness of the baro-| 
meter in former cases, our apprehensions | 
were increasingly awakened, and under a 
sense that another close trial was not far dis- 
tant, we endeavoured to wait patiently the | 
event, (though in a painful suspense,) with, L 
believe, a full surrender of ourselves to the 
will of Almighty God ; remembering my poor 
scattered orphan family and dear relations and | 
friends every where, in the midst of our com- 
plicated trials and distress, in earnestness and | 
brokenness before Him, who only knows the | 
anguish of a tribulated soul. ‘Towards even- 
ing the wind and sea increased in such a 
dreadful manner, that the horrors of the scene | 
cannot be faithfully described. It blew a per- | 
fect hurricane, and although we had only suf- | 
ficient storm canvas set to keep the vessel's 
head to the sea, yet she seemed to be in dan- 
ger of being torn to pieces with the intense 
pressure, against which she had to struggle 
through a “rugged sea, for some hours to- 
gether. The captain was much alarmed, and 
said, ‘If she gets through this, she will get 
through any ‘thing.’ The agitated waters | 
broke in upon us on every side like cascades, 
frequently loading the deck with its weight. 
The whole frame of the vessel trembled and | 
shook with the strain in an unusual manner. 
This hurricane at length became a steady 
and regular gale of wind, but very heavy. 
8th mo. 4th. “The weather very boister- 


ous, although we were permitted to keep be- | 


fore the wind and sea. ‘To-day we were 
escorted by an unusual number of birds, the 
albatross, Cape hen, stormy petrel, Wc. 
On the fifth we were compelled again to ‘ lie 
to,’ and this day the sixth we were again 
‘lying to.” At three p. m. we were assailed 
by a most violent tempest, with heavy falls | 
of rain, sleet and hail; the sea curled in an 
unusual manner, and raging in opposite di- 
rections our little bark seemed as if she could | 
not long sustain the unequal conflict, as the 


wind kept increasing to a degree almost in- | 
conceivable, except to those who may have | 


witnessed the hurricane in all its furious and 
angry growl.’ Every thing was done that 
could be devised for our relief, but all our 
efforts seeming overpowered and unavailing, 
we could not wholly divest ourselves of an 
apprehension that she must eventually fill and 
founder by the lee with us at last, if the fury 
of the storm were not curbed; of this, how- 


ever, there seemed no probability, and the | will may not at all times just suit the crea- 
approach of night served only to increase its |turely desires of a poor finite mortal, yet I 
horror, and renew its force. Tn this situation think I desire to be patiently resigned, and 
one would have supposed that no relief could|to be able to say in sincerity of heart, ‘I 
have availed short of an abatement of the | have behaved and quieted myself, as a child 
‘storm; but true it is that an increase of its | that is weaned of his mother; my soul is 
fury produced a circumstance, which at once | even as a weaned child,’ humbly praying that 
‘enabled our weatherbeaten little vessel to | jat seasons an evidegce may be granted that 
rise with comparative ease to every opposing! all things will work together for good, al- 
mountain billow. At eight pr. mM. the wind | though the heave nly, blessed and only avail- 
was so powerfully strong that it blew our |ing Comforter who alone can relieve my soul, 
new storm jib away from the duff or bolt | may be so veiled from the view of my mind 
rope altogether; every exertion was used to|as to appear far from me. By noon the wind 
prevent the total loss of the sail, but it flapped |and sea had so much risen that it became 
|with such violence as to shake the whole | needful again to ‘lie to,’ without delay. Soon 
frame of the vessel, threatening destruction | after the vessel was brought to the wind, 
to all that came near it. At length it was|every indication was exhibited of another 
[lowered down into the water under the lee of | dreadful tempest being close upon us. The 
|the ship, where it was happily secured, but | interval of suspense was short before our 
not without one man being hurt by it. For fears were realized by being again surrounded 
want of this sail it was now feared that the! with all the horrors of a furious storm, which 
/sea would make a constant breach over our| kept increasing as the night drew on with 
deck, but before another sail could be pre-| | aggravated violence, and continued the whole 
pared to replace it, it was truly relieving to} lof it with unabated fury. 
'tind that the vessel bowed to the seas as they | Sth mo. 15th. “ To- day the sea was con- 
'met her abundantly more lively without it, | sidered the most lofty and ‘appalling that had 
than she had ever done with it. Thus in a 'yet been permitted to assail our poor fragile 
very unexpected manner was a way made for | bark. The wind shifted several points in ‘the 
us to ride triumphant through the remainder | course of the gale, causing the white crested 
‘of the terrific storm, without any material | foaming billows to run one against another in 
‘injury to the vessel beyond the loss of her | fearful heaps and breaking as they met in 
‘bulwark. ‘This poor man cried and the Lord | every direction, exhibited one vast ocean of 
| heard him, and saved him out of all his trou- | w hite foam in confused agitation not to be 
bles,’ and to him be the glory and the praise| described. As the principal weight of this 
for ever. In the course of every storm which | mighty tempest came from the southward 
|we had witnessed previously to the last, thun- | and westward, there was nothing to break in 
der and lightning had more or less accom-|any degree the sweeping range of the seas 
panied them, sometimes in an awful manner, | ‘between us and the neighbourhood of the 
but more particularly the lightning when) | Pole ; and the wind coming from off such 
forked ; and although we left ‘England with- | vast bodies of ice, brought with it most chill- 
j out conducting chains, yet thus ‘far, not aiing cold, and heavy falls of hail or sleet, 
t\flash has been permitted to harm us. By | which added much to the already accumu- 
way of precaution the pumps have at times| lated sufferings of our poor drenched and be- 
| been stopped up to prevent their being split. | numbed seamen. 
Such favours I desire to record with thank-| 8th mo. 16th. “ After midnight the storm 
fulness, and to number them among the many | became less violent and angry, and only blew 
| blessings which have descended upon us from |a gale of wind, which gradually diminished 
our Heavenly Parent, times innumerable. | before day break this morning, and the moun- 
| 8th mo. 8th. “ It is now more than ten | tainous waves having ceased. from foaming, 
| weeks since we sailed from the Rio de Ja-| though still prodigious, about 7 p. M. we again 
| nei ro; we are still more than three thousand | turned the head of our little battered ark to- 
miles from our desired port, and yet the! wards the far distant and long desired Tas- 
winds have mostly blown ;from favourable | mania, although but small progress could be 
| quarters, but often with such violence as to| made, from the lofty swells which were raging 
| render them unavailing on account of the|around her. During the tempest of yester- 
| tremendous seas they have occasioned. | day it was very evident that several on board 
| 8th mo. 10th. ‘The two last days the | were much discouraged at its awful strength. 
weather has been very rugged, but more|It was acknowledged by the captain, mate, 
‘gentle in the course of last ‘night, and some | and others, that they had never beheld such 
| heavy showers of rain have greatly as ssisted a dreadful sea at any time before, and yet 
jin stilling the swellings of the restless waters;|the little « Freeling’ was preserved through 
| which allowed our ship’s company to sit down it all with comparatively slight injury. Such 
together in a good degree of comfort, it being | indeed have been the renewed exte ndings of 
first day. abounding mercy as ought to be sufficient to 
Sth mo. 14th. “To-day we have again) cause even those of little faith to be ashamed, 
| ventured before the wind. In the forenoon, |and to cease any longer to doubt; but ales! 
|it being the fifth day of the week, Charles|the rod once withdrawn, is soon forgotten ; 
and my self’ were engaged in silent waiting ; I | as is the loving kindness of the Lord, when 
| sat under a painful feeling of great stripped- the danger is over and passed away: like 
ness and desertion, which have frequently been | Israel of old, who sang his praise, but soon 
my portion of Jate; but my Lord knows best | forgot his works. 
what is best for me, and although his blessed| 8th mo. 17th. 
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gentle, the crew were assembled twice in the 
course of the day, for devotional purposes. 
The evening was crowned with sweet peace. 

18th. “At noon this day, we have com- 
pleted full 140° of longitude, more than one 
hundred of these since leaving Rio de Janeiro 
by the way of the South American continent 
to the Cape of Good Hope ; and we have yet 
about forty-six and a half more to accomplish 
before entering the Derwent river, besides 
several degrees of south latitude to fill up. 

9th mo. 6th. “ Since the 17th ult. to this 
date, the weather has been more favourable, 
though often rough and boisterous. ‘To-day 
strong gales and cloudy, but the sea although 
high still permits our steering a direct course ; 
yesterday at noon we were about three hun- 
dred and forty miles from the southern pro- 
montory of Tasmania. If the weather should 
be clear to-morrow, and the wind continue in | 
this quarter with the same strength, we ex- 
pect to see the land once more in the after- 
noon. This evening there is a rumour of| 
land being in sight.” 

On drawing near to Van Dieman’s Land 
they found themselves in a perilous situation, 
as appears by the following extract. 

9th mo. 7th. “ After sailing rapidly with | 
a strong breeze all night, the land was fairly | 


the 9th instant, the strength of the wind was |children attained a capacity to receive spi- 
so greatly diminished that by eleven a. ™.| ritual impressions, faithful parents and friends 
we made sail, and stretched to the northward | watched @er them with deep solicitude, and 
to endeavour to get sight of the land again. | applied the hand of restraint as well as the 
Soon after noon the small islands of Pedro} word of counsel, on all suitable occasions. In 
Blanco and the Eddistone were plainly ascer- | the morning they sowed seed, and in the even- 
tained, afterwards the main appeared, and as | ing withheld not their hand, both for the sake 
the wind was favourable we steered at once |of the highest good of those who were igno- 
for 'Tasman’s Head, and entered Stormy Bay | rant of Satan’s devices, and also to discharge 
just at nightfall. After beating about all the | their own duty. ‘The annexed epistle, writ- 
night and next day, without gaining much|ten by the women’s meeting in London in 
ground, I determined to endeavour to anchor | 1685, though addressed to their own sex, 
in Adventure Bay, which is well recommended | contains sentiments of general interest, and 
by the late Captain Cook, but it fell calm be- |may serve to bring into view the godly care 
fore we reached Penguin Island, and from} which animated their hearts, and the honesty 
the fear of being driven amongst the rocks,| with which Friends then treated each other. 
by the currents, this project was abandoned. | Sound doctrinal disquisitions are often useful, 
A light air of wind springing up, we again | but those exhibitions of practical piety, like 
stretched across Stormy Bay, not without} the good fruit of a good tree, are no less so. 
some apprehension of being blown off the |'There is a savour in them which affords pe- 
coast before morning. With great fatigue |culiar satisfaction. ‘To contend for the faith 
to the men we got through the night in safety,| when it is rudely assailed, may be the duty 
but a dismal one it proved, and although we lof the Christian, but in this warfare, if his 
were not in a capacity to ‘cast four anchors|dependence is upon his own understanding, 
over the stern,’ yet I believe we all did most|and not on the strength and wisdom which 
earnestly wish for the day. At length it| Christ only gives, he may lose that tender- 
broke to our relief, when we persisted in|ness and contrition which belong to the truly 
beating up the bay, and about noon took a | quickened, humble mind, and at the same time 
pilot on board. After working through the | wound the good cause. ‘Those labours which 


in sight at day-light this morning, but too| day in very squally weather, we entered the directly tend to promote practical righteous- 
distant for it to be determined with certainty Derwent before dark, and were at last merci- | ness in ourselves and in others, are most con- 


as to what particular part. 


Towards noon| fully favoured safely to anchor off Hobart! genial with the soul-saving spirit of Chris- 
) J - a | 


the southwest cape of Van Dieman’s Land,|'Town, at eleven p. m. on the 10th of 9th} tianity, and much safer for probationers for 


with the south cape, and the land in the| month. 
neighbourhood of ‘Tasman’s Head, were dis- | place more convenient, and eventually moored 


Next morning we moved again to a|an eternal crown. S. 


tinguished, but the wind had shifted, almost| with two anchors, opposite the government 


directly against our vessel, and a considerable 
swell of the sea had risen, although in the 
morning these were both in our favour. In 
the course of the day we had two satisfac- 
tory sittings with the crew, it being first day. 
About five rp. mw. the atmosphere assumed a 
very threatening appearance. The sailors 
could scarcely get in the sails before it blew 
in a furious manner. Our hopes which had 
previously brightened at the prospect of get- 
ting into port were now unexpectedly and 
suddenly blighted, and instead of a probability 
of this being soon realized, we had the morti- 


fication to witness a painful reverse ; for be-| 


fore midnight such was the violence of the 
tempest that we were literally blown off the 
land altogether, and our situation rendered 
doubly hazardous by being in the neighbour- 
hood of rocks and shoals. One of these 
rocks from its exact position being unknown, 
caused more thoughtfulness than others. The 
storm lasted all night, and brought with it 
the swells of the Pacific, which, meeting 
those from the edge of the Indian ocean, to- 
gether with the currents occasioned by New 
Holland, &c. soon raised across an outrageous 
sea. 

“Tt was thought that our vessel had not 
sustained more real damage from any storm 
she had previously encountered during the 
whole voyage, except one, which exceeded it 
in violence. The sea ranged over our deck 
almost the whole night. She was struck 


several times in different parts by heavy seas, 
and part of the bulwark on the starboard side 
was driven on board. ‘Towards morning on 


house, close to the garden of the lieutenant | A Fender and Christian Testimony to Young 
governor, G. Arthur. Next morning I as- People, and others whom it may concern in 
certained that our dear friends, James Back-| “#8 present day. 

house and George Washington Walker, were | Dear Friends, 

still in these parts and well.” 





We, having a weight on our spirits, and 
=a , godly care on our minds, and a holy jealousy 
For “The Friend.” | 12 respect to the honour and prosperity of the 


’ I | assed t f few > b 
Love to God produces Love to Each Other. blessed truth you and we walk under the pro 


fession of, find a necessity thus to remind you, 
A sincere and lively interest in each other’s| and to stir up one another to our exercise in 


welfare, is one of the fruits of the religion of|}the light of Christ Jesus, which first con- 
Jesus Christ. It was inculcated by the apostle | vinced us of sin and evil, showing us, that 
when he said, “ Look not every man on his|to be the way and the truth, that leads out 
own things, but every man also on the things|of all defilements, both of flesh and spirit, 
of others ;” “let this mind be in you which into the life of holiness and righteousness, in 
| was also in Christ Jesus ;” and which coun-; the whole course of our conversation, so that 
sel no doubt influenced the primitive believ-|to the world and all that are without, our 
ers. ‘The care of the churches came on the |lives may speak, that the grace that hath 
apostles daily, and those who were “helps in| appeared to all, we have received; for by 
| government,” must have participated in the | the effectual work of it, we deny all ungodli- 
|same concern. Where this feeling is want-|ness and worldly lusts, the lust of the eye, 
jing, spiritual apathy and death must be gra- the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life, 
dually overspreading the heart. ‘To have! which are of the evil one. And by this that 
little or no interest in the prosperity of the } first convinced us, this prineiple of light and 
| church, or in the growth and steady advance- spirit of grace, we are led to live godly, so- 
| ment of others in religious experience, is an} berly, and righteously, in this present evil 
| evidence that the work has stagnated in our- | world, in which the temptations are. 
| selves. No one can be in a flourishing state,}_ Now Friends, looking back to the purity 
/and feel indifferent to the everlasting welfare | we beheld in the first breaking forth of the 
|of his friends and acquaintances. In all re-|light of Christ among us, it is not less beau- 
vivals of religion, a fervent, hearty desire that} tiful in itself, but more to us through the 
others may also come, taste and see the good-| clearer shinings of it in the mystery of the 
ness of the Lord, soon springs up in those }cross of Christ Jesus, which is foolishness to 
who have yielded to the heavenly visitation. | the world, but to us that believe in it, the 
Friends at their rise gave striking proof of| power of God for salvation, out of the pollu- 
jtheir love for each other. And as their! tions of the world, that enters through the 
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nn 
lusting eye, or flesh, or pride of life, which|mind one after another, into high expecta- 
our fervent breathings are to God, that we | tions; in this circumstance there is ofttimes 


may be preserved from turning back into 
again, looking to our first steps in truth’s 
way: Oh! the strength we were one to an- 
other, through our unity, each watching for 
the other’s good as well as our own, fearing 
to draw one another from the stay of our 
minds, did not forget the bridle to the tongue, 
through unprofitable talking, whispering, or 
evil speaking one of another behind the back ; 
but if any thing did lie upon one, to inform, 
exhort and reprove one another, that we did 
in a holy awe (as became them that walked 
in the light) to the particular’s face concerned. 
Moreover, consider the comeliness of that 
plainness, that at the first the truth led us to, 
by which we were distinguished from other 
professors and people of the world, who if we 
were then reproached for it, it was for truth’s 
sake, which the upright minded to God valued 
above all the vain glory of the world. And 
with such do you consider, that wear the gay 
clothing, which speaks not the weight and 
gravity of truth, the costly array, and so 
much conform to the fashions of the world, 
yet walk under the profession of truth with 
us; in the fear and love of God we beseech 
you, as children, retire to the light of Christ 
in you, and there feel our burden for you, and 
the reproach and dishonour of the precious 
truth by you, whilst the world saith, The 
Quakers are now like us, they want only lace 
and ribands. Our end is not to upbraid any, 
but to remind you how our religious profes- 
sion is upbraided; for with the light you will 
see, there may be, and is superfluity in habit, 
although no lace and ribands; neither would 
we have you provoked, but to the love of the 
light of Christ in you, because they that love 
the light, bring their deeds to be manifested 
by the light, and receive the reproofs and in- 
structions of it, for they are the way to life. 
Now this we do enjoin upon you, and are 
seeking for you, even that the holy principle 
of truth may take place in you, so as to sea- 
son you in all good manners of life and con- 
versation, as those that profess godliness. 
Remember what the apostle saith in 1 Tim. 
Let the women adorn themselves in modest ap- 
parel, and with sobriety, and not with broidered 
hair, gold, or costly array. And in Peter, 
read, how the godly women’s adorning was 
to be inward, not in putting on apparel, &c. 
Now having known a mortification through 
the cross of Christ, and in this, as well as 
other things, denied ourselves, and put off 
these things we had liberty in before we pro- 
fessed the truth, to such it’s now strange to 
see what some put on, so much more costly, 
and far exceeding whatever they wore, before 
they came to profess the truth; and indeed 
unsuitable to truth’s gravity, and Christian 
society, as if that which crucifies to the 
world, and leads to self-denial, were forgotten. 
The Lord help to stop these things that hin- 
ders the work of God, and stops that holy 
en in the life of truth. 
urthermore, we cannot but remind here 
amongst us, young people that have little in 
the world, yet deck themselves as if they 
had great matters, and thereby draw out the 





a fallacy and deceit, and the end of it proves 
of a bad effect, by disappointment ; but at best 
this bespeaks not the modesty, sincerity, or 
weight of truth. Now, pray Friends, bear 
with us; for it is the truth of God, which is 
most precious, both in faith and life, which is 
our concern herein, and that the cross of 
Christ, in which the sum of Christianity con- 
sists, may not be made void, and our holy 
profession may not be scandalised by things 
unbecoming truth and us; in which a false 
liberty is creeping up, to the hurt and hin- 
drance of truth’s prosperity ; but in the light 
all is discerned, and strength ministered to 
withstand ; therefore our testimony is to elder 
and younger, that in all things we all may 
keep to the touch-stone and guidance of the 
holy principle that first convinced us. And 
you, the younger Friends, be not as those 
that are grown beyond reproof, but esteem of 
them that are before you in the truth, as the 
elder women that are in our duty, which is, 
to teach the younger in all good things, and 
also to reprove and admonish concerning evil 
things, that the elder and younger may walk 
in truth in all things harmless and blameless. 
Let us all mind that which keeps in humility, 
fear and godly sincerity ; and those that are 
mothers of children, in all holy circumspec- 
tion to watch over them, that the vanity of 
the mind may not be encouraged, but curbed, 
and kept down. 

And masters, do ye the same things as the 
apostle saith, Col. iv. 1. Give unto your ser- 
vants that whick is equal and just. And mis- 
tresses of families to be examples to your 
servants in the fear of the Lord, in humility 
and Christian gentleness, that as in our seve- 
ral stations we are called ; and gathered into 
the harmony of truth, all may grow up, and 
prosper therein, that so we may be a good 
savour to God in our day, and to the genera- 
tion that shall succeed us in the truth and 
service of the Lord, which he daily confirms 
us in, through his heavenly presence with us; 
his name be honoured, the witness in all 
hearts answered, we through his word of life 
confirmed and strengthened to every good 
work, for which let us always wait on the 
Lord, to whose spirit of grace we commit 
the whole flock and family of God, for instruc- 
tion and preservation unto the end. Amen. 

From our women’s meeting at the Bull 
and Mouth, the 8th of the 4th month, 1685. 


For “ The Friend.” 
THE LATE YEARLY MEETING. 


The yearly meeting which has just passed, 
has been one of lively interest, and in many 
particulars has presented sources of encou- 
ragement. The attendance was unexpectedly 
large. An idea seemed to prevail before it 
convened, that from various causes, an un- 
usual number of the members would be pre- 
vented from giving us their compaay. In- 
stead of this, we feel safe in saying there has 
not been a larger assemblage since the sepa- 
ration. The men may be fairly stated at 
about one thousand ; the women counted on 


the afternoon of fifth day one thousand four hun- 
dred and forty; and on sixth day the house 
was much more closely filled, so that there 
could not have been less than one thousand 
five hundred. The proportion of men and 
women in the meridian of life, appeared to us 
to be unusually great; and we never before saw 
a more encouraging prospect from among the 
youth. Of these, many exhibited an intensity 
of interest, solidity of demeanour, and plain- 
ness of attire, which furnish the promise of 
future usefulness to the church, if they hold 
on in the Christian course which we trust 
they have begun. On them a most important 
and weighty responsibility devolves ; since a 
few years must place them in a position as 
respects tie Society, where the burden of its 
concerns, and the support of its doctrines and 
testimonies, must be committed to their fide- 
lity and uprightness. When we contemplate 
the number of worthy ancients, who of late 
years have been removed from among us, and 
those of the same rank whom we now honour 
for their works’ sake, but whose places in the 
militant church ere long must know them no 
more, how cheering,—how animating is it 
to behold those who are just rising to the 
vigour of youth, bending under the cross of 
their Redeemer, and submitting to that reli- 
gious discipline and restraint which will pre- 
pare them, under the guidance of Heavenly 
Wisdom, to stand as advocates for the cause 
of righteousness in the earth! ‘There is no 
pursuit more noble or worthy,—none that so 
dignifies and adorns the man,—or so fully 
developes and strengthens the highest endow- 
ments of his spiritual nature, and fits him for 
discharging the great purposes of his crea- 
tion. 

The epistolary correspondence was highly 
interesting, and presented a gratifying evi- 
dence of the harmony of feeling prevalent 
throughout the borders of our extended So- 
ciety,—all of them speaking one language in 
support of the ancient doctrines which dis- 
tinguished our early predecessors. The read- 
ing of the minutes of the meeting for suffer- 
ings, furnished the opportunity of hearing a 
most valuable epistle from the meeting in 
London to ours, and one, not at all inferior in 
interest or pertinency, in reply to it. From 
the former we learn the pleasing fact, that 
although a few unsettled minds have been 
carried away with some new notions adverse 
to our faith, yet the great body of the Society 
remain sound and attached to its acknowledg- 
ed principles and practices, The subject of 
reprinting the writings of our ancient Friends 
in periodical numbers was also brought be- 
fore the meeting by the reading of those 
minutes, and met its cordial approbation ; and 
as a circumstance connected with the inte- 
rests and welfare of the Society every where, 
it was deemed proper to insert it in all the 
epistles to our brethren of other yearly meet- 
ings, for their information and co-operation. 

The queries and answers gave rise to much 
concern on account of those members who, 
notwithstanding the repeated advices of the 
body, continue to neglect our meetings for 
Divine worship ; and a minute of advice was 
directed to the subordinate meetings, enjoin- 
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the firm and temperate support of those Chris- 
tian principles on which our Society has hi- 
therto maintained this testimony. A minute 
was framed to go down in the extracts, call- 
ing the attention of Friends afresh to the in- 
teresting subject, and it was also referred to 
the special care of the meeting for sufferings. 
Throughout the several sittings of this 
large and interesting meeting, quietude and 
good order prevailed,—its deliberations were 
conducted in harmony, and its conclusions 
ratified by the general consent. It has sel- 
dom fallen to our lot to witness a more plea- 
sant and comfortable feeling, or to be more 
sensible of the valuable privilege of having a 
youth claimed the attentive consideration of| seat in such an assembly. It closed under a 
the meeting, and it was truly satisfactory to| feeling of precious solemnity, and we trust 
observe the advancement made by several of| Friends generally parted from each other 
the quarters, in the institution and supervi-| with feelings of increased attachment for 
sion of schools taught by Friends. As some|each other, and for the religious Society of 
difficulties yet remain to be surmounted,| which they are the favoured members. 
Friends were encouraged to persevere in 
their laudable endeavours for the promotion 
of this interesting concern, and especially to ADULT COLOURED SCHOOLS. 
give diligent attention to the religious instruc-| At a stated meeting of the Association of | 
tion of their children at home, it being there | Friends for the free instruction of adult co- 
that the important work of disciplining and | Joured persons, held fourth month 7th, 1836, 
training the youthful mind is most success-| the executive committee made the following 
fully carried on. The report of the boarding report : 


school at Westtown exhibited a satisfactory | 7 the Association of Friends for the free 
view of the general demeanour and literary instruction of coloured persons. 


progress of the pupils, the average number of The executive committee report, that the 


whom, during the year, is two hundred and d 

thirty. school for coloured men was re-opened on 
A‘ report from the committee on Indian the 5th of tenth month last, in the Willing’s 

civilization was listened to with intense inte- alley pte a af : which was 

rest. It stated that a great autumnal flood, may a 7 hed Seas . Pa. ra 

which occurred last year, had swept away h vd . a \c 52 can na "Me swath 

nearly all the corn, hay, and fences, and in- anor, Ue tae lower F 2 

jured the potatoes, on the tract of land occu- small to accommodate the scholars comfort- 
; s, : 

. : : ably, and the upper one being granted for our 
pied Uy. ten eantinney B00: a: Set. Gone. Ee use, the school was divided ; but towards the 


consequence of this destruction, they were i f th th 5 ketenes tes tee 
threatened with the horrors of famine and the | “0S€ OF “he year the usua = 
number of scholars in attendance was so 


loss of their cattle ; and the committee learn- ; . 
great that the schools were again united. 


ing their deplorable condition, two of them) >", : ; 
consented to make them a visit, in the depth The names of one hundred and thirty-eight 
scholars have been entered upon the list ; 


of the late severe winter, investigated their | 


wants, and purchased a sufficient supply of | the number in attendance has averaged about 
twenty-seven. 


corn, hay, &c. to avert the calamity that|°", 
seemed impending, and one of the Friends The school was closed on the 26th of the 
second month last. 


remained and distributed them according to The progress of many of the pupils has 


their several exigencies. This timely aid not i ete | tli 
only saved many of the poor Indians and their | °°®? V°Fy aay SS ee 
writing, and arithmetic. 


cattle from starvation, but excited in their ; . 
: The following report from “the Associa- 


aie neta as oie prcchtn yma tion of Friends for the free instruction of co- 
ee ae loured women,” gives an account of their 


spring, measures were taken by the commit- : 
tee a supply them with seed awn and po- efforts during the pre 
tatoes. The Association reports— 

The deeply injured and oppressed condition} ‘Their school in Green’s court was opened 
of our brethren of the African race, kindled | on the 30th of ninth month, 1835, and those 
afresh the sympathy and commiseration of|for whose benefit it was designed, evinced 
many minds ; and an earnest concern was felt|their desire to obtain useful knowledge by 
and expressed, that the extensive and extend-| again flocking together. And one hundred 
ing business done by Friends in cotton and its| and seventy-two were admitted in the course 
manufactures, and the close commercial rela-| of the winter. 
tions between them ard the oppréssors, ne-| “The Association, after consideration, con- 
cessarily arising out of that great trade,|cluded to open another school in the western 
might not in any wise blind the eyes, nor be-| part of the city. Accordingly a commodious 
numb the sensibilities, of our members to this| room was obtained, No. 276, Market street, 
righteous concern, nor the clamour and vio-| and the school opened on the 10th of eleventh 
lence of excited partisans, move Friends from| month, where one hundred and one scholars 


ing them to extend renewed brotherly labour 
to such delinquents, and report their care 
herein next year. a 

The trading in and use of ardent spirits 
produced much feeling in the meeting ; and, 
from the reports now made, it appeared there 
were no distillers among us, and that consi- 
derable progress had been made during the 
last year in abolishing the practice of hand- 
ing it to workmen. Friends were encouraged 
affectionately to treat with such as are still 
in the habit, and to send up next year spe- 
cific reports of the number of those members 
in the respective meetings. 

The religious and literary education of our 


Communicated. 


were admitted ; making in both schools two 
hundred and seventy-three. The average 
number in attendance fifty-five; whose im- 
provement in spelling, reading, writing, and 
arithmetic, has been considerable, and their 
general conduct satisfactory. 

“ We feel a particular pleasure in con- 
templating the advantages which we believe 
to accrue to this class of our fellow beings 
from the care thus bestowed upon them. We 
therefore take this opportunity of expressing 
our grateful sense of the liberality of the 
friends of these institutions in enabling us to 
support them.” 

rom the foregoing it appears that by our 
united efforts, four hundred and eleven co- 
loured persons have partaken of the advan- 
tages offered by this association, for acquiring 
useful knowledge. 

The average attendance has been small in 
comparison with the whole number; but we 
are encouraged with the belief that the small- 
ness of the average does not arise generally 
from a want of interest in their studies, on 
the part of the scholars, but from their in- 
ability to attend regularly ; which is owing to 
their necessary engagements, many of which 
they cannot leave more than one or two even- 
ings in the week. This great though un- 
avoidable irregularity is a very serious ob- 
stacle to their advancement in knowledge. 

In conclusion we cannot but believe that 
the feeble efforts of this association, will be a 
permanent biessing to many who have par- 
taken of its benefits. 


From the National Gazette of 27th inst. 


We have been favoured by a scientific gen- 
tleman with the following account of the re- 
cent cvlestial phenomenon :— 

“The display of the aurora borealis, on the 
evening of 22d inst. was truly magnificent. 
Early in the evening there were indications 
of the northern lights, but the brightness of 


}the moon, then near the first quarter, over- 


powered them until between ten and eleven 
o’clock, when they completely obtained the 
mastery. Just at eleven o’clock, beautiful 
flashes of white light rose from the northern 
and eastern horizon, towards a point near the 
zenith. Then a superb oval, of deep crimson 
light, formed near the same spot, stretching 
in its longest direction more than twenty de- 
grees towards the west. From this oval ex- 
tended a crimson light, shading off to a blush 
as it neared the horizon, the whole mass be- 
ing beautifully diversified with flashes of crim- 
son light. The whole sky was thus illumi- 
nated for nearly fifteen minutes, when the 
rosy light gave place to a varied display of 
white streamers, and flashes tending towards 
a point to the south and east of the zenith. 
Irregular coruscations of light played through 
the northern hemisphere, extending over a part 
of the southern, and lighting up the whole 
heavens, until nearly one o’clock. The clouds 
which then came up from the west, gradually 
covered the sky, but patches of auroral light 
could be seen through the openings in the 
clouds as late as three o’clock. We learn 


that the magnetic needle was very powerfully 
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affected, the horizontal needle being deflected | of business. The extent of the grounds,{the exception of a paragraph or two which 
in a contrary direction from that observed in | however, is such, that for a long time the/we thought could be spared without injury 
cases which have occurred within the last |elegant improvements of the place will not|to the rest, taken it into our columns of to- 
few years.” | be reached by the encroachments of business. |day. As a whole, and considering the quar- 
i {It having been made known to the present | ter from whence it emanated, it is certainl 
ee jowune of the gardens, that the infant schools a highly interesting document ; and if Chris- 
: ‘ ; aes of the city and districts are in very destitute | tian professors throughout the country, whe- 
At the April meeting of the Pennsylvania | Situations, he immediately devised a plan for|ther of the north or the south, or the west 
Horticultural Society, the following resolution | their aid, and truly it may be said, that the | were as thorough in carrying out, according 
was adopted— 7 ‘ : * liberal man deviseth liberal things.” ‘Tic-| to their true spirit and import, the principles 
Resolved, That a Committee be appointed | kets are issued at five dollars for the season. | of that benign gospel by which they assume 
to ascertain what information exists among | These admit a whole family to the gardens,|to be governed, there need be no fear that 
us in relation to the culture of the Sugar Beet | from the first of May to the close of the sea-|ere long the dark system of slavery with its 
and its manufacture into Sugar, to commu- son, and individuals may gain admittance at | train of abominations would be utterly eradi- 


nicate the same to the President of the Society, | twelye and a half cents each time, by apply-| cated from this fair land. 
Mr. Binney, with a request that he would | ing at the eate. an 
5 











procure, during his visit to Europe, such 


The rich flowers and shrubbery are now 


‘additional information on the subject as may coming forth in all their beauty, and the sea- 


be useful; particularly as to the process o 
extracting the saccharine principle, and its 
conversion into sugar, with such drawings or 
models of the machinery as mey be obtained, 
and also publications on the subject generally. 





son is approaching when an elegant place of 


resort will be, as it ever has been, most ar- 
dently desired. ‘The garden and house are 
now placed under the management of the di- 
rectors of the infant schools, and a person 
will always be in attendance, to supply sea- 


We are informed that the firm of William | sonable refreshments, such as ice cream and 


Almond & Sons has paid to the Union| lemonade. 
Transportation Line, for freight bills, during | be open. 


We most heartily recommend the 


this month, the sum of $1045 59. We men- | plan for enjoyment and benefit to our citizens, 
tion this fact te show, in some measure, the | certain that they can in no way spend a five 
extent of the inland transportation between | dollar note to more advantage. 


New York and Philadelphia, and its freedom | 
from the hazards attending the old mode of 
conveyance by sea, there having been no 
losses or damage on the bills alluded to. 
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From the nature of our inland routes, this | eee 


security may be calculated on with confidence 
in the generality of cases. 





A young whale, allured, probably, by the 
“meteor of conquest, too far,” strayed into 
the net of some Cecil county fishermen, a 
few days ago, and was captured along with 
some thousands of shad and herring. This | 
rare visiter to the waters of the Chesapeake 
has been lodged in the museum at Baltimore, 
where he will be exhibited for some time. 


Facility in travelling.—Residents of Phila- 
delphia and New York, by the new arrange- 
ments of the Camden and Amboy and Trenton 
rail road, can now proceed to either city, 
remain two or three hours, and return to 
their families by 11 o’clock the same evening. 


It seems, notwithstanding the efforts of the 
British to suppress the slave trade, that the 
western coast of Africa, below the colonies, 
swarms with slavers. One vessel was re- 
cently taken, with a cargo of six hundred 
human beings on board, and a few months 
ago, twenty-five sail of slave ships were lying 
at the port of St. Paul’s. 

From the United States Gazette of the 2¢th inst. 

Lemon Hill.—It is generally known, we 
believe, that the splendid residence of Henry 
Pratt, Esq. has recently been purchased by 


an enterprising citizen, with a view to an 
improvement of the water margin as a place 


| due season. 


Our intention to furnish more in detail an 
account of the Yearly Meeting, has been well 
supplied by a communication on the subject. 
The report of the committee on Indian affairs 
referred to, having been ordered to be print- 
ed for the benefit of subordinate meetings, we 
shall be enabled to place it on our pages in 
We may, however, mention an 
interesting fact, stated by a member of the 
committee while the subject was before the 
meeting. ‘The company of Indians who were 
the objects of the recent relief dispensed by 
Friends, are of the Seneca nation, and occupy 
a narrow strip of land of about forty miles in 
length, on the Allegheny river. In the spring 
of 1798, the period when they first came un- 
der the special care of the yearly meeting, 
their number was a little upwards of five 
hundred. Several years afterwards, the pre- 
cise time is not recollected, they had increas- 
ed to-five hundred and ninety; and at the 
time our Friends visited them last winter, 
their number was stated to be six hundred 
and ninety, an increase of more than thirty 
per cent. in thirty-eight years. The fact is 
important, as showing that the aboriginal 
tribes do not, as has been sometimes assert- 
ed, necessarily diminish in population when 
in contiguity with the whites. It is not 
known that in the present case any change 
has taken place by removals to or from the 
settlement, other than what is common among 
Indians. 

The succeeding number of the New York 
Observer containing the remainder of the ad- 


|dress of the Kentucky Synod, we have, with 


The chalybeate spring will also 





We are requested to state that the annual 
meeting of the Female Liberia School Asso- 


ciation will be held in the lecture room of 


the Franklin Institute, on third day evening, 
the 3d of fifth month, at half past seven 
o'clock. 


The annual report will be read, and ad- 
dresses will be delivered. 


A stated meeting of the Concord Auxiliary 
Bible Association of Friends, will be held at 
Friends’ meeting house, Concord, on second 
day, the 9th of next month, at eleven o’clock, 


A.M. The female members are particularly 
invited. 


Jesse J. Maris, Sec’ry. 
4th mo. 30th, 1836. 


The annual meeting of Haverford School 
Association will be held in the committee 
room of Friends’ meeting house in Arch 
street, on second day, the 9th of fifth month 
next, at four o’clock p. m. 


Asranam L. Pennocg, Sec’ry. 


; Marriep, at Cropwell, N. J., on fifth day, the 14th 
instant, Davip Evans, son of John Evans, to Saran E. 
Roserts, daughter of Samuel Roberts, dec’d. 


2 . aaa — arrretteieeeetnntes 


Diep, in this city, on the 16th of third month, aged 
6 years, WiLttaM, son of James and Hannah Walton, 
and on the 4th of fourth month, their daughter Hannan 
Ann, aged 12 years, both of scarlet fever. It may be 
remarked of the latter that she was favoured in her 
last illness with the convictions of the Holy Spirit, by 
which her sins were brought to remembrance, and she 
was humbled before the Lord, entreating his mercy, 
anc undergoing great conflicts of inind. She asked 
forgiveness of those she thought she had offended, la- 
mented having despised the plain dress worn by some 
of her young friends, sorrowing also for having enter- 
tained improper thoughts. It appeared that a gracious 
God extended to this contrite child through Jesus 
Christ the remission of sins, and she lay very calm 
and tranquil for some days before her departure, 
her expressions denoting a humble trust and confidence 
in her Creator and Redeemer. She said to her mother, 
“There is nothing makes me so happy as thinking 
upon God.” A friend remarking to her that she be- 
lieved her Heavenly Father had forgiven her, she an- 
swered, “ Oh yes, he has forgiven me; I feel relieved 
of such a great weight. I fecl happy when I think of 
my dear little brother in heaven. I feel I would like 
to pass away and be with him.” On being asked if 
she felt resigned to the Lord’s will, she replied, * Yes, 
perfectly, in life or death.” 
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